
Next Monday 2 March, FauveParis, an audacious and impertinent 
auction house in Paris, France, is organizing an auction named Quelles 
histoires ! (What a story!), in which it will offer a small travel through 
time over four centuries combining family anecdotes and great History.

On this occasion, FauveParis will unveil a rare Vincennes soft paste 
porcelain broth-bowl (écuelle ‘pour le Turc et plateau ovale a bord de 
relief), from the direct descendants of the Greek banker of the Sultan 
of Constantinople.

Between 1752 and 1755 some fifty shapes are specially created by the 
Vincennes manufacture for the Ottoman market, most certainly drawn 
by the goldsmith Jean-Claude Duplessis. Nine broth-bowls for the 
Turk appear in sales records and all were purchased by the marchand-
mercier Lazare Duvaux. It is highly possible that the one presented 
on March 2nd at FauveParis may have been purchased by the Count 
de Vergennes, Minister Plenipotentiary then Ambassador of France in 
Constantinople from 1755 to 1768, as a gift to Sultan Osman III (1699-1757).

For Cyrille Froissart expert in ancient ceramics for FauveParis: "this is 
probably part of the first Vincennes porcelain offered as diplomatic 
gifts, two years prior to the Sèvres porcelain services offered by Louis XV 
to Frederick V of Denmark and to Maria Theresa of Austria".

Only two other broth-bowls and stands of the same shape and 
decoration are known today. The first is held at the Boston Museum in 
the Markus collection. The second was auctioned for £ 157,000 
(€ 210,000) in London in 2012.

For Lucie-Eleonore Riveron, president of the auction house: "FauveParis 
with this significant rediscovery, the remarkable work of its expert and 
the attention given to the showcasing of the piece, takes to heart its 
role as a story-teller".
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> auction Monday 2 March 2015 

> viewing until Saturday 28 February 

  from Tuesday to Saturday 1pm-9pm 
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> magalogue PDF version here and flipbook here 
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press release > Paris, 12 February 2015

An extremely rare present to the Sultan of the Ottoman 
Empire on sale at FauveParis



	

Vincennes

Vincennes broth-bowl, cover and tray 

Dated 1755 painted with flowers and fruits on a bleu 
céleste ground. The edge of the stand decorated with 
polychrome relief flowers and foliage, and with gilt 
fruiting foliage on the handles and knop. Blue interlaced 
L’s mark enclosing date letter B 
on the écuelle and stand. 

Broth-bowl H 17,5 cm 
Stand L 32 cm

Restoration to stand. Date letters B enclosed by the interlaced L’s 

are erased.

Provenance 
> purchased by the marchand mercier Lazare Duvaux 
in 1755 
> possibly delivered as a diplomatic gift to 
Osman III, Sultan of the Ottoman Empire from 
1754 to 1757 
> as a family tradition, offered up in the second half of 
the 19th Century by the Sultan, probably Abuldhamid II, 
to George Zarifi (1807-1884), a Greek banker, financial 
support to the Empire 
> by descent.

€ 60.000 - 80.00


